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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as indicated below. 



UsJingof Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of mounting a pass-through on a plastic fue! tank of 
t h e typ e having an em beddod - vepor b a rri e r comprising: 

(a) forming an access opening in the wall of the tank , the access opening having 

an edg e and e xpos i ng an edge of the - vapor barri e r a bout the p e riphery of the 
op e ning ; 

(te) disposing a locking ring over the access opening and welding- attaching the 

ring to the exterior of the tan k, the locking ring having an undercut surface : 

{e) providing a pass-through with a resilient seal -sealing ring thereon; 

{d) disposing pertiof ^a :pgjtLon of the pass-through in the access opening and 

locating the sealing ring on said -the edoe of the access openino exposed 

e dge of - tfro - v apo r barr i er ; and, 
(e) — -securing the pass-through against said -the undercut surface of the locking 

ring and retaining said-the_sealing ring against said-the edoe of the access 

opening . 

2. (Currently amended) The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said-the step of 
securing includes twist locking said-the pass-through in sai4 -the locking ring and 
preventing twisting in a reverse direction r e v e rsal of sa id-fewis t - l ocking . 

3. (Currently amended) The method defined in claim 2, wherein said-the step of 
preventing reversal includes prov i d^ s -disposing at least one ratcheting s urf a c e s 
surface on one of the pass-through and the locking ring and a -at least one pawl on 
the other of s aj d ring a nd t he p ass-through and the locking ring . 



2 



PAGE 2^ * RCVD AT 2/23Q006 3:10:47 PW1 [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/6 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:12482266825 * DURATION (mm-ss):024)2 



02/23/2006 15:10 12482266825 



EATON PLD 



PAGE 03/07 



Application No. 10/662,790 02-ASD-332 (GT) 

Amendment dated 02/23/2006 

Reply to Office Action of December 1 , 2005 

4. (Currently amended) The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of providing 
a pass-through includes providing a vent valve^ PW>4H= K3 - o one way va l v e i n th e 
p a ss -through. 

5. (Currently amended) The method defined in daim 1, wherein said-thestep of 
disposing a locking ring includes disposing a locking ring formed of the same plastic 
material as the fuelj ank. 

6. (Currently amended) The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said-thestep of 
providing a pass-through includes forming an annular groove on the pass-through 
and disposing an o-ring in the groove. 

7. (Currently amended) The method defined in claim 1 . wherein the pass-throuoh is a 
soud. and wherein sa i d step t he step of providing a pass-through includes inserting 
and twist locking a one-way valve in the _spu d paos - through . 

8. (Currently amended) The method defined in claim 7, wherein said-the step of 
inserting a one-way valve includes disposing an annular seal between the pass- 
through and the one-way v alve. 

9. (Currently amended) The method defined in claim 1 , wherein eate^hejocking ring 
is first mechanically attached to the pass through and subsequently weteted -attached 
in place on the fuel tank d uring insertion of the pass-through through the tank -access 
opening. 

Please add the following new claims: 

10. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the fuel tank has an embedded vapor barrier, 
wherein the step of forming an access opening includes exposing an edge of the vapor 
barrier at the edge of the access opening. 
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1 1 . (New) The method of claim 1 0 r wherein the step of locating the sealing ring includes 
locating the sealing ring on the exposed edge of the vapor barrier. 

12. (New) A system attachable to a fuel tank having an access opening with an edge in 
a wall of the fuel tank, the system comprising: 

a locking ring that is attachable to an exterior of the tank over the access opening, 
over the access opening and attaching the ring to the exterior of the tank, the locking ring 
having an undercut surface; and 

a pass-through with a resilient sealing ring adapted to be located against the edge of 
the access opening, the pass-through having an outwardly extending flange that secures 
against the undercut surface of the locking ring. 

13. (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the fuel tank has an embedded vapor 
barrier, and wherein an edge of the vapor barrier is exposed at the edge of the access 
opening. 

14. (New) The system of claim 13, wherein the sealing ring is located on the exposed 
edge of the vapor barrier. 

15. (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the flange Includes at least one outwardly 
extending projection and the locking ring includes at least one inwardly extending locking 
lug that forms ttie undercut such that the projection engages with the locking lug. 

16. (New) The system of claim 15, wherein said at least one outwardly extending 
projection includes a plurality of circumferentially spaced projections and said at least one 
inwardly extending locking lug comprises a plurality of circumferentially spaced locking lugs. 

17. (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the locking ring is configured to allow 
securing of the flange via a twist locking motion. 
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18. (New) The system of claim 12, wherein one of the flange and the locking ring 
includes at least one pawl and the other of the flange and the locking ring includes at least 
one ratchet that engages with said at least one pawl during a twist locking process to 
prevent twisting of the pass-through in a reverse direction. 

19. (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the locking ring is formed of the same plastic 
material as the fuel tank. 

20. (New) The system of claim 1 2, wherein an annular groove is formed on the pass- 
through and an o-ring is disposed in the groove. 

21. (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the pass-through comprises a one-way 
valve. 

22. (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the pass-through comprises: 
a spud; 

a one-way valve; and 

an annular seal disposed between the spud and the one-way valve. 
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